FOREIGN LANDS
you drove your own car. I was interested and
attracted. Although, up to then, I had been
extremely sceptical about all that was going on
in fascist Italy, I realised, of a sudden, that your
action was symbolical. It was obvious to me that
you wanted to give your people a demonstration
of what guidance meant."
With a nod he rejoined: "Most of the objec-
tions to technical progress lack justification. This
product of the human mind has achieved great
results. Where should we be without great ships,
huge iron bridges, tunnels, airplanes? Is man to
become retrogressive, to return to the bullock-
cart of antiquity, when he has the motor car
which is so much quicker, more convenient,
and more dependable? Where people err is in
their perpetual endeavour to *go one better' and
to rival one another in sitting longest on the
branch of a tree or dancing longest without a
pause."
"Doesn't it seem to you very remarkable that
the inhabitants of such a country as the United
States, where democracy has prevailed for a
hundred and fifty years, should have so little
interest in political affairs r"
"That only shows how capitalism destroys the
political instinct. The country in which capitalism
has reached its apogee is the most unpolitical in
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